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EARL STONHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 
       Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held at the Village Hall on 

Monday, 9th May 2022 at 8.35pm. 
 
 Present: 

 
Councillors:  M Gillett (Chair) 
 D Turner 

K Wilkinson 
 M Mann 

S Budd 
H Stanford 
H Glasse 
A Stevens 
S Baker 
 

 In Attendance J Blackburn - Clerk 
 
ES07/22/23 – ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
Cllr Gillett declared the meeting open. 
 
Cllr Stanford proposed that Cllr Gillett be elected as Chair, which was seconded by Cllr Glasse.  
Decision – Cllr Gillett was duly elected Chair. 
 
Cllr Gillett signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and then took the Chair for the remainder 
of the meeting. 
 
ES08/22/23 – ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
 
Cllr Wilkinson proposed that Cllr Turner be elected as Vice-Chair, which was seconded by Cllr 
Stanford.  Decision – Cllr Turner was duly elected Vice-Chair. 
 
ES09/22/23 – TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE 
 
None had been received. 
 
ES10/22/23 – TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None had been received. 
 
ES11/22/23 – TO RECEIVE APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
None had been received. 
 
ES12/22/23 – TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th MARCH 2022 
 
It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2022 be approved as a true 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
ES13/22/23 – TO APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

 
a) SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (SALC) – Decision – All Cllrs. 
b) VILLAGE HALL – Decision – Cllr Glasse was appointed representative to the Village Hall. 
c) CHURCH – Decision – Cllr Stanford was appointed representative to the Church. 
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d) COMMUNITY EMERGENCY VILLAGE HALL KEY HOLDERS – Decision – Cllr Turner and 
Cllr Gillett were key holders for the Village Hall. 

e) EARL STONHAM TRUSTEES – Decision – Cllr Budd, Cllr Wilkinson and Tony Turner were 
appointed representatives to the Earl Stonham Trustees. 

f) RECORDER PUBLICATION – Decision – Cllr Turner was appointed representative for the 
Recorder Publication. 

g) RECORDER DISTRIBUTION – Decision – Cllr Wilkinson was appointed representative for 
the Recorder Distribution. 

h) CAROLS ON THE GREEN – Decision – Cllr Stanford and Cllr Glasse were appointed 
representatives for the Carols on the Green. 

i) FOOTPATHS – Decision – Cllr Budd was appointed representative for the Footpaths. 
 
ES14/22/23 – AUTHORISATION OF ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
It was AGREED:  That the annual subscription of £268.39 be paid to the Suffolk Association of Local 
Councils in order to renew the Parish Council’s membership. 
 
ES15/22/23 – PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Two members of the public were present. 
 
ES16/22/23 – TO RECEIVE THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – CLLR HICKS 
 
It was NOTED:  That the County Councillor submitted a report to the Annual Parish Meeting that 
was held prior to this meeting. 
 
ES17/22/23 – TO RECEIVE THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – CLLR MORLEY 
 
It was NOTED:  That the District Councillor submitted a report to the Annual Parish Meeting that 
was held prior to this meeting. 
 
ES18/22/23 – TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT AND FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 
a) CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk reported that the Asset Register had been reviewed and updated in line with the end 
of year accounts and had circulated the Asset Register prior to the meeting. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Asset Register be approved. 

 
b) TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

The Clerk reported on the Council’s current financial position and movements since the last 
meeting.  It was reported that the balance in the accounts on 26th April 2022 was £9,791.38. 
 

c) TO AUTHORISE PAYMENTS AND NOTE RECEIPTS 
The Clerk reported the following payments be authorised:- 
 

Jennie Blackburn  Clerk's Pay (Apr) £265.25 

Jennie Blackburn  Clerk's Office Allowance/Exp (Apr) £26.00 

Jennie Blackburn  Clerk's Pay (May) tbc 

Jennie Blackburn  Clerk's Office Allowance/Exp (May) £34.78 

Jennie Blackburn  Basket Ball Nets Reimbursement £12.98 

SALC Annual Subscription £268.39 

Great Bricett PC Contribution towards Box of Paper (1/5) £4.49 

Great Bricett PC Contribution towards Ink Cartridges (1/5) £111.07 

Glasdon Brackets for Dog Bin Post £58.99     
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Lindsey Stone Refreshments for APM & FP Walk 30.00 
 

 
It was AGREED:  That payments totaling £811.95 be approved.  
 
The following receipts were also noted: 
 

MSDC Recycling Bin Credit  £343.45 

Kevin Hollings Kitchens Recorder Advert Fee  £30.00 

David Cook Recorder Advert Fee  £30.00 

Zoe Hyde Recorder Advert Fee  £30.00 

MSDC Precept (1st instalment)  £3,404.00 

MSDC CiL payment  £13.36 

 
ES19/22/23 – PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
Ref: DC/22/01854 - Full Planning Application - Erection of 2no. detached bungalows, provision of 
parking and new vehicular access - Lime Tree Cottage, Stowmarket Road, Earl Stonham 
 
Members were concerned that the site would be overdeveloped with the plots being very small. 
 
Another two dwellings on Wicks Lane would increase traffic on a very narrow lane with an already 
dangerous access/exit onto the A1120. 
 
Also, the drainage and sewage were already an issue for properties on Wicks Lane so the 
development would only add to those issues. 
 
Members felt very strongly that the Planning Officers should consider the similarities between this 
proposal and that of DC/2200846, which was refused by the Planning Department. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Parish Council Object to the planning application.  Clerk to action. 
 
Ref: DC/22/02179 - Planning Application - Reinstate the dwelling to its original state of 2no dwellings 
- Works to include demolition of single storey rear extension and garage - Erection of a two-storey 
rear extension - Lime Tree Cottage, Stowmarket Road, Earl Stonham 
 
Members had the same concerns with this application as that of the above.  The site would become 
overdeveloped especially as the applicants had also applied for two dwellings to be built in the 
grounds of Lime Tree Cottage (as above). 
 
Again it would increase the dwellings on Wicks Lane which would increase traffic on a very narrow 
lane with an already dangerous access/exit onto the A1120. 
 
Drainage and Sewage again would be compromised. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Parish Council Object to the application.  Clerk to action. 
 
ES20/22/23 - PLANNING DECISIONS 
 
The following decisions were noted: 
 
Ref: DC/22/00781 - Application to determine if Prior Approval is required for a Proposed: Erection, 
Extension or Alteration of a Building for Agriculture or Forestry Use. Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development)(England) Order 2015 as amended Schedule 2, Part 6, Class A - 
Erection of barn for grain and straw storage - Moat Farm, Middlewood Green, Earl Stonham – Not 
Required 
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Ref: DC/22/00280 - Householder Application - Erection of garden building, boundary wall, fencing and 
gates. Chapel Farm, Fen Lane, Earl Stonham – Granted 
 
Ref: DC/22/00802 - Householder Application - Erection of two storey side and rear extension and 
alterations to porch - 9 Weylands Close, Earl Stonham – Granted 
 
Ref: DC/22/00453 - Householder Application - Erection of a single storey side extension. White Horse 
Cottage, Angel Hill, Earl Stonham – Granted 
 
Ref: DC/22/00846 - Full Planning Application - Severance of garden and erection of single storey 
dwelling including new vehicular access - Kinclaven, Wicks Lane, Earl Stonham – Refused 
 
Ref: DC/22/00167 - Application for Listed Building Consent - Uncovering of brick twin bread ovens and 
internal alterations as per Schedule of Works - Limes Cottage, Chapel Lane, Earl Stonham - Granted 
                                                    
ES21/22/23 – TO ADOPT NEW CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
The Clerk explained that a new Code of Conduct had been produced with all local councils being 
required to adopt the new Code of Conduct, which had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Code of Conduct be adopted. 

  
ES22/22/23 - THE EAST ANGLIA GREEN ENERGY ENABLEMENT (EAST ANGLIA GREEN) 
FROM THE NATIONAL GRID 
 
Following a brief discussion members felt a Public Meeting was required where the plans for a new 
pylon corridor could be discussed and commented on as a village. 
 
It was noted that some Parish Councillors had registered for the online information session in 
relation to the proposals. 
 
It was AGREED: That the Clerk liaise with Cllr Turner in relation to setting a date. 
 
ES23/22/23 - DOG FOULING IN THE VILLAGE 
 
Cllr Wilkinson reported that a complaint had been received in relation to dog fouling of the public 
footpaths and whether anything could be done. 
 
It was AGREED: That Cllr Gillett would put an article in the next Recorder asking for people to 

clear up after their dogs and a message would also be circulated via the 
Village List. 

 
ES24/22/23UPDATE ON BLACKSMITHS LANE 
 
Cllr Gillett reported that following liaison with County Cllr Matthew Hicks, it had become clear that 
unfortunately, a 30mph speed limit for the whole length of Blacksmiths Lane would be very unlikely 
to be agreed due to the criteria not being met. 
 
ES25/22/23 - COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 
Following a brief discussion members present felt it was important for the Parish Council to remain 
as it was.  
 
It was AGREED: That the Clerk submit comments stating the above. 
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ES26/22/23 - UPDATE ON FOOTPATHS 
 
It was reported that the recent footpath walk went well.  It was noticed that footpaths were 
becoming overgrown. 
 
ES27/22/23 - UPDATE ON QUIET LANE STATUS FOR BROAD GREEN LANE AND CHAPEL 
LANE 
 
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had informed members that unfortunately the Quiet Lane Initiative 
was no longer open for new applications. 
 
ES28/22/23 - UPDATE ON THE COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH TEAM 
 
Cllr Gillett reported that all volunteers, eight in all, had been approved and training would take 
place next month. 
 
ES29/22/23 - UPDATE ON THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
 
It was reported at the Annual Parish Meeting, prior to this meeting, that the celebrations would 
include the lighting of a beacon on the evening of Thursday, 2nd June, a 1950s themed Pub Night 
on the evening of Friday, 3rd June and a bring and share picnic on Sunday, 5th June 2022 
 
ES30/22/23 - UPDATE ON THE MULTICOURT SIGNAGE AND NETS  
 
Cllr Wilkinson reported that new nets had been purchased and the signage had been completed.  
He confirmed he would send a template for the signage round for Members to view. 
 
ES31/22/23 - UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
Tony Turner reported that a proposal had been made by the Village Hall Management Committee 
(VHMC) to the Trustees to lease the old Bowls Club – land and buildings in order to extend the car 
park and a use would be found for the buildings.  He stated that hopefully the proposal would be 
accepted and plans could go ahead. 
 
ES32/22/23 - UPDATE ON TAP JUNCTION 
 
It was noted that the land at the junction with the A1120 and A140 had been cleared. 
 
ES33/22/23 - UPDATE ON THE MAGPIE SIGN  
 
Members wished to receive an update on the Magpie Sign so it was agreed that the Clerk contact 
Stonham Parva Parish Council in order to obtain one. 
 
ES34/22/23 - UPDATE ON STREET LIGHTING AND CONSIDER THE WAY FORWARD  
 
It was AGREED: That a Working Group be set up in order to discuss a way forward with the 

Street Lighting and possible replacement of the lights.  Members of the 
Working Group would be Cllr Glasse, Cllr Mann, Cllr Stevens and Tony 
Turner from the VHMC.  

 
ES35/22/23 - UPDATE ON THE STICKERS FOR WHEELIE BINS 
 
Cllr Mann reported that 30mph stickers for wheelie bins would cost the following: 
 
A4 x 300 = £358 plus VAT 
A5 x 300 = £328 plus VAT 
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He explained that the reflective stickers were too expensive. 
 
It was AGREED: That A4 stickers be ordered and that Cllr Turner would email the village in 

relation to people using the stickers. 
 
ES36/22/23 – MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL 
 
Members had nothing further to report. 
 
ES37/22/23 - DATES OF 2022/23 MEETINGS 
 
It was AGREED:  That the followings dates be approved for the 2022/23 meetings: 
 
Monday, 27th June 2022 
Monday, 5th September 2022 
Monday, 7th November 2022 
Monday, 9th January 2023 
Monday, 6th March 2023 
Monday, 8th May 2023 – Annual Meetings 
 
ES38/22/23 – DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday, 27th June 2022 at 7.30pm 
 
The meeting finished at 9.45pm. 
 
 
 
Chairman: ……………………………………………   Dated: …………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


