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Email:  Recorder@btinternet.com 
Website:  www.earlstonham.org.uk 



�
VVacancies for 2 Parish Councillors (to be co-opted) 

 
Earl Stonham Parish Council is a local authority that makes decisions on behalf of 
the people who live in the parish. It is the level of local government closest to the 
community, with Mid-Suffolk District Council and Suffolk County Council above it in 
the hierarchy. 
 
On their own, parish councils have limited powers to make decisions, but they do 
have the ability to negotiate with, and the power to influence other organisations 
that do make the final decisions. Probably the most common topics that parish 
councils get involved with are planning matters (we are statutory consultees), 
crime prevention, roads and highways. 
 
Earl Stonham Parish Council currently has 7 Councillors, with 2 vacancies. We are 
now seeking expressions of interest from people who are over 18 years of age 
who live or work in Earl Stonham. We are keen to have interest from individuals 
of all ages and backgrounds.   
 
If you would like to find out more about the role of a parish councillor, you could 
come along to our next meeting at the Village Hall on Monday 3 November 2025 
at 7.30pm or speak to the Parish Clerk or any of the 7 current Parish Councillors – 
contact details can be found on the Parish Council pages on the Earl Stonham 
website - https://www.earlstonham.org.uk/parish-council/  
 
If you would like to be considered for co-option to the Parish Council, please send 
your expression of interest setting out why you wish to become a parish councillor 
and what you would bring to the role, by email to the Parish Clerk – 
parishclerk@earlstonham.org.uk 
 
Why not play a part? 
 
Mark Gillett 
Chair – Earl Stonham Parish Council�  



��������	
������
	���� 
��	�
��
��	����
����������������

���������	
�����������	�	
�
�

�������	
�����������
	�

���
�	��
�
�������� 	�� 	
�� ���	�
� ���	���� ��� 	
�� ����
��
�� �
��
� ���

�����
���������	
��
��	������������������
����
���������
�

���
����	���������������
�����
��
����������
����������������

	��
��
��
����������	���
�����
�	������ �	�������������
��
�

���������
�!���� ������
�	���������
���������������	���������	
��

�"��	���� ���������
�� �
� ���	��	� 	
�� ��
��
� ���
�� � � ������

������	
���
���
���������������
�
���������
•� #��$����	�� %�����
���&�� �������	���� ��
� �� '���
� (�
��)���������	� ��� �����

��*����	� 	�� +�������	
�� %���� ���� �
��	���� $�� ��
	� ��� 	
�� �
��	� ��� 	
��

�������	���� �� �����
� ��� �����	����� ��
�� �		��
���� � ,
�� ��
���� 
�-��
��� ��

��
��
�%�������'�
���������	�����
������	
�	��������������	����	����	����	
�	
��

�
��
���� ��� ����	
��	���� ���� �
������ �� ����� ��� ���������	���� ��	
� 	
��

��������
���,
����
������������������������������
����������
������	���������

��	�����	�� 	
�	� 	
��� ����� ��� ��	�����
��� ��
���� ./.0�� ��� ����
�	���� 	
��

����������	������	
��	�������������������������	
��'���
�(�
�������	�������

	��1� ��
���

•� ,
�
������� ����� ��� �� �������	 � +�����	� (���� 	�� ����������� � � 	
�� ��
��
�

��������������������
����	
����	������������2�������������������������� ���	�

�	������	�
�	���
������������� ���	��
��
�������������"��������!��������	���
	
�
�

��	������,
��������������������������
���	
����	�������������
�	�������

•� .�'�����#�����	�
�)�������
����������
��	��������
���������� ����
�	�������$��

������������
�������������	
��������	
�	
��
��������	
����������
���
����	�����

	
�� ������ ������� 	���
��� 	
�� ����� ���� ��� �	� ����
	�� 	
�� ����� ��� 	
�� �	
�
�

��
��	����� �#��	������	����������
������� �3��	
�������������	���
���	
�����������

45�167��
��	
����������	�������18���
���������	
� �������66�497��
��	
���������

�	�18���
��
��������

•� :�	������;
���
��������		����	���������	������
���)���������	�������	�3
��
�

	��	
�����������#�����	�
�	���
��
�
�����������	�������	��	��,
����
��
���������

��������
����	�
����������#�	�
��	�����
	 ����	
�	����������
	�����	������ ����	
��

�"�����	���� ��� 	
�� �������	���� ���� �		���	� 	�� ��������� ���� ��	���	�� �� �

����
��� �����	������ �
�� �� '	�	�	�
 � ������	��� ��� 	
�� :�	������ � '���������	�

#��
��	
��	�
���
���������

•� ��������	�������
������������	����
����	
����
�	�-��
	�
����./.0��,
�������������

	��	
����
��
��������&�������	����<������&������	��������������������	���������



���
�������,
��������
���������	��������	�����������
�
����	�����	��������������

�����
������ �:�	������;���
����	��

•� ��������������������
�� ��������	
��	
������

��������	
��=�������;
��������

$���	���	��� ,
��� 
��� 
��
���
	��� �� 
����� ��� ��
��� 	
�	� ��� ����� ����� 	��

����
	�����>��������
������	�����	
�	�	
��	
�����*����	�	��	
��=�������'�������

	
��=�������;
����
��������	����������,
�����	
����	������	
���	
���
�����
	���� �

��������������
����������	
������� �����	�5���������
������,
��	
�������	�
����

�����
	
�
������
������
��������
�������������
�
��������,
�����
����������

��

������	������������ 	
�� 	
�����
������
��������������	 ��,
������
���
����

	
���
�������������
�������������
�
����������������	
����
�	�	
���
��������


��������	
���	
��������������*��	�	������	�������������
�����
��
���������
�����

�	
�������	
��	
����,
��
����������	
���������	
���������������
	�������
����

./.0� ���� 	
�� ��
��
� �������� ����� ��� ����������� ����	���� ���� 	
���� �	� 	
��

:������
����	�������

•� �����

��	� �
����	

�������	���	���	�+
����;
����	
�	��
������������	��
��	��

#��	
��������������� ��"�
�������������	�
��	���
���
������	����	
���	
����
��
��

��� 
���� ���	��	��� ����
���
���� ��
��
� ��������� 	�� ������� 	
��� ��� 	
��

����������	 ����	
��������	���	��!����������
�	
�
�����	
�������
����	��������

	
���������	
���	������������
�
�������
��
�	 ���������������	��
������	�����

	
�� ��
��
� ��� ���  ��� 
���� ���� �� ���	��� ��� ����	���	�� ������� ���?�� 	
��

����
	���	 ��������	��	�	
����
��
����
���

�

��

�����������
•� 3�� '�	�
�� � 1/� $����	�� 	
�� '	��
��� ,
��	
�� ;����� ��	� ��� 	
��
� @'����
�

A������B��
�����	
��������� ������
��-����
��
�������
 ����������������


���������
����������������
�	
��,
��	
��;�������,
�����	�������
�������
	���

�	����

•� �

��	����������	����
���
������������
����.���	�����
� ��
����
 C�

•� ��
�������	
��;
�����������������������������	�� ����	��!�""�����������

� � 
��
��
���	�� �
������� � � 	
�� �#�� � #
�����  ����� ������ ��������
$������%&����������'�

� ����	�

�	������������������(���	��������

•� ,
�� '	��
���,
��	
��;����� ���	����������� ��� ����� ���� 	
�� ����
	�����
,
��������	�������������)����������*������+"�����,��������+����	
���������

��
��
������� ����������� �	� D�//��� ��� ��	
� ��������� ���� �� ��	�����

��
��
������ �	� .�1/��� ��� 	
�� '�	�
�� � ��	�
������ (�
� 	
���� ������ ���

	
��������	
�
�������	�����������
	���	 �	��*����	
�����	����

�

)��&	���
��	�	���
����	
��=�������E���	����������	
�������	����
���	���������
�	&��

3���������������
�
�����
����	
� �-��?����
	�����������
������������

�

���
�� �
����� ���������	��
�����
	����	
��	��
��
������������	���������	��
���

��� ���� 	
������	���
���	���	����	
�	�����������	
�
�� ���
����
����	
�	��������
�

��	���	���� ����� ��	� ��� ����� 	�� ���	������ ��� 
���� ������ ��
� �����	��
�� 	�� �����

��
��
���
������� ���	
���
 �����	���
���������#���������
 ���������
 ���� ���	�



����
����
��"��	���������	��
���
��
������ �*������	
�
������	��
������	���	�����
�

����� ������	���	����

�

,
�� ��� � ����� 
���� ��� 
���� ��� 	
�	� ��� 	
�� ��
��
� ���
�� !� ���
 	
���� ����� 	
�	�


����������	
����
��
������� �������������������������������	��
��	��������
����

���������������
�*��	��
���	���	 ��#�� ������
��������		���	����	�����
�����������������
�


����������������
	�������������
��
�*��	��!�	
�����������
�����
���	���	�����
������

���2�����
�*��	�����
����
���������	
�	
������������������	
��=�������F������
��������

����	����������	
���
�
�
��
��� �
����#�� ���	
���� ��������������	������	�����

�������������	
����
��
����
�����

�

��
���	� ��
�������� 
��� ������� ��
� ./.0��
���	� G�
�� H� )�

��� 	���� �� ��
 �����2

����
�����
��������������
�	
�������	
�����	���
�	
��
����������	�
������

�

,
��� *��	� ������� ��� 	�� ���
� ���
 ���� �� A�

 � �

��	���� ���� �� 
��� � ����

�
����
����:���>��
�����#�
����	������ ����	���
�������	
��;
�������

�

A�
��;����		�

�
��
��E�
��'	��
�����
��
���������

�

�

  
�

�
��������	�
������
�����������������

�����������������������������������
�
���������	
��
��
�����������
�������������������������	

�
���
�����
�	������
�����	��
�
���������If the Inspectors don't hear from people, they will feel that no-one cares 
about Norwich to Tilbury.  ������������������������

�
���
������	������	
�������
�����	�����	��������������

��	��	
���	��
���  
�
 ���!"������	��#���$� �%%������	%����&���
�������
��	���'(����
�����������%����	����
���������������	�)�����
����	��	����
���
������������������%����������
��
���������
���
�	�����
���*+**����

  



ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE 
EARL STONHAM 
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Year 21 has finished and what a year it has been. 
Without a doubt it was the driest, with me having to water 

everything by hand virtually every day since March.  
Thankfully the customers came in to the nursery in record 
numbers from day 1 and helped me sell out a month early.  

At some point during the year we sold our 100,000th plant since we first 
opened the gates in 2005. I never expected anything like that when we  

started selling plants on a little trolly at the end of the driveway. 

 The last 21 years have been great fun. It has been a massive learning 
curve, turning a hobby into a business, and I have to thank my father Barry 

for allowing me use part of his field to create my dream. I am extremely 
grateful to everyone who bought plants from me over the years and I hope 

you will enjoy them for many more years to come.  

As for me, well its time for a break. 
So Perfect Perennials will be CLOSED for 2026. 

Fighting the weather through the last few years has been draining,  
40 degree heat in 2022, the constant rains from Autumn 2023 thru 2024, 

and this years drought means I need a break to recharge my batteries. 

One final word from me, a small local business is only as good as the 
community it serves and I can honestly say the people in Suffolk are great 

at giving support. Please remember to support any small business if one 
pops up near you, you just never know what you might find inside. 
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WEEKLY PICKLEBALL SESSIONS 

Where: Earl Stonham Village Hall 
When: Monday 12pm -1:30pm  
Cost: £8 per session (to be booked in advance) 
What: Pickle ball is a fun and accessible low impact sport that 
is a combination between different racket sports! These 
sessions are suitable for all abilities so whether you have 
never played a sport before, played other racket sports or 
even played pickleball before you are welcome!  

These sessions are run on a pay and play basis. These are run 
by a trained pickleball leader from Everyone Active who is 
there to guide the group on the rules and how to play, as well 
as giving helpful tips and tricks if this is something you would 
like. The most important thing in these sessions is to have 
fun and get moving more!  

For more information or to find out how to book a place 
please contact TTrinityrose@everyoneactive.com  



Stonham Theatre Guild 

After many years as the lynch pin of the Theatre Group, Kathryn Burston has 
decided to take a well-earned break this year.  She has directed most of the 
group’s pantomimes and other productions since taking over from 
Penny Bassett as well as making the occasional appearance on stage – albeit 
usually in disguise!  Everyone in the Theatre Group would like to thank her for 
her creative contribution as well as the huge amount of time she has dedicated 
to the group for many years.   

Kathryn will obviously be a hard act to follow but Amy and Linda are stepping 
up to share directing credits for this years’ pantomime production of Jack & 
the Beanstalk, so we all wish them well.   

In September the group put on a show at the village hall entitled Summer 
Madness.  Members performed a varied selection of songs from the musicals 
as well running a BBQ,  Bar and Raffle.  This was very well attended so thank 
you to everyone who came along and helped to raise much needed funds for 
the Theatre Group.   

Returning to the Pantomime, with Kathryn’s departure we have had to make 
some changes to the planned cast as well as reassess the performance 
dates.  In consequence we do still have opportunities for anyone who would 
like to take part in the show this year both on and off stage.  We have also 
decided to move the performance dates 3 weeks earlier than previously 
advertised and the new dates and times are: 

Friday 30 January 2026 at 7pm 
Saturday 31 January 2026 at 2:30 
Saturday 31 January 2026 at 7pm 

Tickets are £10 for adults and £5 for under 16s so please do put the date in 
your diary and come along.  Tickets can be obtained by emailing 
boxofficestg@gmail.com or by calling Deb on 01449 711461.

Tony Turner 
07710 018743 
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EARL STONHAM�
SUPPER EVENINGS�

VILLAGE HALL 
SAT 15TH NOV

FRI 5TH DEC �

SAT 24TH JAN�

FRI 13TH FEB�

SAT 14TH MAR�

FRI 10TH APR�
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Creative Accounting.
Dynamic Accounting.
Efficient Accounting.

Innovative Accounting.
Positive Accounting.

Flexible
Accounting.
For business 
and personal 
accounting 
solutions.

Contact us

hello@quove.co.uk
01284 845120
quove.co.uk

3 Brickfields 
Business Park, 
Woolpit
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There is a large hall with dance floor & stage.  Ideal 

for barn dances, parties, discos or drama productions. 
Tables & chairs can be set up for dining or for Quizzes or 

Bingo evenings & there is a club room where smaller groups 
can gather. 

Also a well-equipped kitchen with two cookers, a fridge-
freezer, heated trolley, sinks and extensive working area. 
The hall opens out onto the adjoining recreation ground 

with a multicourt and small children’s playground.    
Perfect for picnics.   

Charges for the hire of the Village Hall from April 2024: 

For Earl Stonham Residents For Non-Residents  
(Minimum hire is two hours) 

Club Room £  8.00ph Club Room £11.00ph 
Hall £10.00ph Hall £14.00ph 
Hall & Club Room £16.00ph Hall & Club Room   £23.00ph 
Over 6 Hours £105.00 Over 6 Hours 
£150.00 
   (All Areas)     (All Areas) 
Over 6 Hours £50.00 Over 6 Hours 
£70.00 
   (Club Room)    (Club Room) 
Over 6 Hours £65.00 Over 6 Hours 
£90.00 
   (Hall only)   (Hall only) 

Please contact Deb Turner (711461) to book the hall or to enquire 
about the Garden Room  
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EARL STONHAM WI 
At our Annual Meeting our current President Andrea stood 
down and her place has been taken by two former 
Presidents Diane Hurt and Christine Double.  Our current 
year concludes with a Christmas meal at Thornham Four 
Horseshoes on DDecember 16th.  

We will be serving our usual coffee and mince pies after the Carols on the 
Green service on December 18th. We have yet to decide which charity 
we will be collecting for but please bring some coins/notes along with you 
to support whichever worthwhile cause we decide on.   

The Programme for 2026 is complete and begins in January with a Zoom 
meeting when Dr Ian Bedford will be talking on A Butterfly Garden in a 
Changing Environment.   

Further meetings are all in the Clubroom at the Village Hall, beginning at 
7.30pm. We now tend to have the speaker first before a break for 
refreshments followed by the business.   

We welcome visitors to any meeting. So if you fancy any of the following 
do please come along:- 

February 17th Laura Parsons talking (with samples) on Hand Cranked 
Sewing Machines 

March 17th  Mary Merheim talking on Nutrition in Later Life 
April 21st Andrew Bingham talking on the Role of a Funeral 

Director 

Our Mahjong Group still meets on the 4th Thursday of every month in the 
Clubroom from 2pm to 4.30pm. We have around 12 attendees now, 4 of 
whom are not WI members, so anyone is welcome to join us and beginners 
are especially welcome.  

For any further details please contact Lindsey on 07929 869925 or email 
@ lindseystone55@yahoo.co.uk  
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EEARL STONHAM CRICKET CLUB 

Unlike at the end of last year, I can report good 
news for both our cricket teams.  

Our Saturday XI secured promotion back to 
division six, after winning thirteen matches and 
losing only six - three games were abandoned 

due to rain. Some new players and much improved availability 
were key to our success.  

After two consecutive relegations, our Sunday team were able to 
maintain their position in division 4 and again I would put this 
down to much improved availability and a few new players. 
Amazing what a few wins can do for a club !  

I would like to thank Luke Edgar and Stephen Lewis, our two 
captains, who were instrumental in our on field success. If anyone 
is interested in playing next year, or just fancy giving cricket a go, 
then please get in touch with either Luke (07794 599402) or 
Stephen (07793 555235). We will be holding indoor net sessions 
in the new year and I will publish the dates in the next Recorder 
issue.  

I can also report good news off the pitch and I am really pleased 
to say we have reached our fundraising target for the new 
electronic scoreboard, that will arrive in time for next season. This 
project took a lot longer than hoped due to some other 
unforeseen costs along the way. We are extremely thankful to all 
the VP’s and sponsors who continue to support the club, as all 
their donations have gone to this project. I would finally like to 
give a big thank you to Nick Hardingham, our Mid Suffolk District 
Councillor, who kindly supported us through his locality budget to 
get us over the line.  



We will be holding our annual awards dinner at Town Farm Barn 
on Saturday 15th November and I would like to thank David, our 
President, and Daniela Porch for allowing us to use this fantastic 
facility, it is much appreciated. Having had such a successful 
season there is a lot of celebrate and many individuals to be 
acknowledged for their contributions on and off the pitch.  

The ground has been renovated and put to bed in readiness for 
next season, but international cricket continues over the winter 
and like many of you, I am sure you will be hoping the 
England women's team can bring home the 50 over World Cup 
and the England men’s team can win the Ashes down under. 
C’mon England ! 

Simon Edgar 
Vice Chairman  
ssimonedgar11@sky.com 
earlstonhamcricketclub.org 
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RECYCLING BINS 
 TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Please continue to bring your empty bottles, textiles, 
newspaper & card (but not cardboard) to the village 
recycling banks as this helps to raise funds for the 
village – thank you! 

If you see that the Recycling Bins at 
the Village Hall are nearly full, 
please call the following numbers:

Glass 
Indigo Waste Management 

01842 820804 

Textiles/Clothing 
0800 090 2321 

Newspapers/Card 
0300 1234 000 
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