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VVacancy for 1 Parish Councillor (to be co-opted) 
 
Earl Stonham Parish Council is a local authority that makes decisions on behalf of 
the people who live in the parish. It is the level of local government closest to the 
community, with Mid-Suffolk District Council and Suffolk County Council above it in 
the hierarchy. 
 
On their own, parish councils have limited powers to make decisions, but they do 
have the ability to negotiate with, and the power to influence other organisations 
that do make the final decisions. Probably the most common topics that parish 
councils get involved with are planning matters (we are statutory consultees), crime 
prevention, roads and highways. 
 
Earl Stonham Parish Council currently has 8 Councillors, with 1 vacancy. We are 
now seeking expressions of interest from people who are over 18 years of age 
who live or work in Earl Stonham. 
 
If you would like to find out more about the role of a parish councillor, you could 
come along to one of our next meetings at the Village Hall or speak to the Parish 
Clerk or any of the 8 current Parish Councillors – contact details can be found on 
the Parish Council pages on the Earl Stonham website. 
 
If you would like to be considered for co-option to the Parish Council, please send 
your expression of interest setting out why you wish to become a parish councillor 
and what you would bring to the role, by email to the Parish Clerk at 
parishclerk@earlstonham.org.uk 
 
Why not play a part? 
 
Mark Gillett 
Chair – Earl Stonham Parish Council 
�  



 
Well that’s not quite what we mean.  
What we mean is, please stop for a 
moment and read this small flyer 
before moving on to the rest of the 
Recorder !! 
 
We live here in Forward Green, Earl 
Stonham because we enjoy living 
here.  We care about our village and 
are all very aware that the A1120 
and A140 run through our Parish and 
we all know just how busy they are 
(on an average day some 3650 
vehicles use the A1120 through the 
village).   
 
We will also all be aware, even if we 
don’t live on the A1120/A140, just 
how quickly some vehicles speed 
through the village.  On one occasion 
when our Volunteer Speed Watch 
was monitoring the speed, one car 
was recorded at 70+ miles per hour.  
I think we can all agree that such 
speeds are horrendously dangerous, 
never mind being illegal.   
 
The Volunteer Speed Watch do a 
terrific job of standing out in all 
weathers monitoring the roads but, of 
course, they cannot be there 24/7.  
To help combat speeding the Parish 

Council is recommending the village 
purchase two Speed Indicator 
Devices (SIDs).   
 
These SIDs have been shown to 
reduce speeds in 94% of 30 mph 
zones, reducing collisions by 10% 
and 95% of Parish Council where the 
units were fitted, considered that the 
SIDs were very well received in their 
parish.   
 
HHow will we pay for them? 

We need to raise approximately 
£6000.00 and have already been 
looking for grants from Local 
Councillors, donations from 
Companies & Village Organisations.  
The Parish Council will contribute 
towards them too.   
 
How can you help? 

•� Support fund-raising events 
•� Make a personal donation 
•� Volunteer to become a 

Speedwatch member 
 
Please contact the Parish Clerk 
(parishclerk@earlstonham.org.uk) if 
you would like to donate.          
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We need your help! 
 
Our rural parish is an amazing place to live and we are so lucky to have so 
many village organisations to support members of the Parish.  Many 
however, are in desperate need of additional members to come and help us 
to continue to offer support and enjoyment to the wider community. 
 
A list of the organisations and their contact details are listed below. Think 
about what you have to offer, some time, some energy, some skills and 
some fresh ideas. All would be welcome in these community organisations. 
 

Karl Wilkinson - 07879 810437 
 
 
Earl Stonham Trust (Karl Wilkinson)   07879 810437 
Earl Stonham Village Hall (Tony Turner)  07710 018743 
Earl Stonham Parish Council (Mark Gillett)  07984 518959 
Earl Stonham WI (Lindsey Stone)   01449 711602 
Earl Stonham Over 60’s (Joan Rice)   01449 711294 
Stonham Theatre Guild (Kathryn Burston)  07796 156038 
Earl Stonham Cricket Club (Simon Edgar)  07462 358474 
Earl Stonham Church (John Jones)   01449 711448   
 



�
                                                                                 Official opening: 

                                                                                         Tuesday 
                                                                                             April 1st    
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……….is 20 years old……!!! 
 

On March 25th Perfect Perennials will be 20 years old. I never imagined back in 
2005 when I opened the gates for the first time that the nursery would still be 
here, especially after those first 3 awful years. But slowly people plucked up the 
courage to stop and have a look around and I think they like what they saw. Well 
people keep coming back for more plants so we must be doing something right! 

 
 The winter has been kind and plant potting has pretty much continued all 

through the winter in preparation of another busy year. 
Potting of the bare-root plants is complete with over 4000 plants potted  

and we are now putting thousands of 9cm and plug plants into their final pots. 
�

Our compost sold very well last year and is available at last years prices: 
 

Westland Multi Purpose with John Innes 50L:   �������
Westland Multi Purpose 40L:   ������        Growbags:  ������� 

�

	
��
� have certainly enjoyed a comeback over the last few years  
so we have increased our range for this year to 30 different varieties. 

�

Other plants that we will be selling this year include, amazing ������
�, 
carefree �
��
���
�, dainty 	��
�
�, delightful 	��������, everlasting 

����
��
, funky �����, ground-covering ���
����, grand ��
����, heavenly 
��������, irresistible �����, lovely �����, pretty  
�!���, and super "
�#
�. 

 
The van team will be busy this Spring. Below is a list of where we will be in 2025. 

�

April 27th Wyken  (Nr Bury St Eds)            May 4th Norfolk Plant Heritage @Hethersett   
May 5th  Sudbury Town Centre                                        May 11th Bungay Garden Market    
May 17th Creake Abbey (N. Norfolk)                           May 25th and 26th Helmingham Hall 
 
Latest news on our Facebook page. Behind the scenes photos on Instagram. 

�
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EARL STONHAM  
VILLAGE FOOTPATH WALK 

 

Saturday 3 May 2025 
�

�
�

We will be walking the “Mystery Route” this 
time finishing at the Village Hall for 

refreshments.  Join us at the Village Hall for 
a 2.00pm departure.  The walk will be led by 

 Tony Stevens 
 

Dogs on leads are very welcome�  



 

8th MAY 

Celebratory Fizz (provided by Perfect Perennials)  

& Nibbles from 8.45pm on 

 Earl Stonham Village Green 

with Beacon Lighting at 9.30pm 

 

10TH MAY 

VE Celebration Supper with special menu 

7pm at the Village Hall 

40s Music by Nigel Woodhouse 

Singing by the Stonham Theatre Guild 

1940s themed so everyone welcome to dress in 

clothes of the era 

Tickets available from Deb on 01449 711461 
�

����������	���
�������������
����������



 

 
 

EARL STONHAM VILLAGE HALL 2025 
 

��������	
���	������
�
���	���������
���������	����	����
�����
third Friday of each month and everyone is most welcome to 

drop in between 10.30 and 12noon. 
 

A selection of home-made treats to suit all diets is served with proper 
coffee and tea for a small donation to cover the hire of the hall.  

Any surplus funds go to the church who host the event  
and provide the delicious cakes.  

 
21st  March 

Coffee & Cake Friday 
10:30 � 12 noon 

 
 

18th April 
Coffee & Cake Friday 

10:30 � 12 noon 
 

 
16th May 

Coffee & Cake Friday 
10:30 � 12 noon 

 
 

20th  June 
Coffee & Cake Friday 

10:30 � 12 noon 
 
 

18th July 
Coffee & Cake Friday 

10:30 � 12 noon 
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Creative Accounting.
Dynamic Accounting.
Efficient Accounting.

Innovative Accounting.
Positive Accounting.

hello@quove.co.uk
01284 845120
quove.co.uk

3 Brickfields 
Business Park, 
Woolpit

Flexible
Accounting.
For business 
and personal 
accounting 
solutions.

Contact us
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Cllr Nick Hardingham 
Nicholas.hardingham@midsuffolk.gov.uk 
07848007758 
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Stonham Theatre Guild 

 
I hope everyone who attended this year’s pantomime “Cinderella” will agree 
that it was one of the best yet.  With stand-out performances, great costumes, 
scenery and staging, it was a true credit to all those that worked so hard to 
put on the shows.  The only pity this year was that ticket sales were not as 
high as we had hoped and as they are the main source of income for the Guild, 
it will potentially limit some of our other activities for the year.  
 
You will hopefully have seen elsewhere in the Recorder that there will a 
celebratory dinner at the Village Hall on 10th May to commemorate the 80th 
anniversary of VE Day.  Nigel Woodhouse who holds Swing Dancing sessions 
will be providing 40s music for the evening and the Theatre Guild will be on 
hand to lead everyone in singing along to some of the wartime classic songs.  
Don’t worry if you don’t know the words, song-sheets will be provided.  Places 
for the dinner are limited so please do book early to avoid disappointment! 
 
STG are also planning an afternoon of entertainment on 30th August at the 
hall and recreation ground.  With a working title of “Summer Madness” you 
can be assured of a fun time so please reserve the date in your diaries.  The 
event will be outside and we are looking for a suitable vehicle to act as a stage 
so if you are able to help with the loan of a soft-sided trailer or vehicle we 
would love to hear from you! 
 
If you would be interested in taking part in any of the above, or in next year’s 
pantomime, or think you can help in any other way please do get in touch – 
contact details below. We are always in need of new talent and also for help 
with all of those other behind-the-scenes jobs so why not come along and 
join our fun team. 
 
The Stonham Theatre Guild (STG) was formed in 2006 with the aim of 
encouraging people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds to become involved 
is every aspect of drama and theatre.  Since then we have produced 19 
pantomimes as well as providing a range of entertainment at village events.  
Staying true to the aims, the current membership spans 6 to nearly 90 so truly 
a multi-generation organisation. 
 
 

Tony Turner     Kathryn Burston 
07710 018743     07796 156038 
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WWOULD YOU LIKE TO HIRE 

 THE VILLAGE HALL? 

There is a large hall with dance floor & stage.  Ideal 
for barn dances, parties, discos or drama productions. 

Tables & chairs can be set up for dining or for Quizzes or 
Bingo evenings & there is a club room where smaller groups 

can gather. 
 

Also a well-equipped kitchen with two cookers, a fridge-
freezer, heated trolley, sinks and extensive working area. 
The hall opens out onto the adjoining recreation ground 

with a multicourt and small children’s playground.    
Perfect for picnics.   

 
 

Charges for the hire of the Village Hall  
 from April 2024: 

 
For Earl Stonham Residents  For Non-Residents  
      (Minimum hire is two hours) 
Club Room  £  8.00ph  Club Room  £11.00ph 
Hall   £10.00ph  Hall   £14.00ph 
Hall & Club Room £16.00ph  Hall & Club Room   £23.00ph 
Over 6 Hours £105.00  Over 6 Hours £150.00 
   (All Areas)           (All Areas) 
Over 6 Hours £50.00  Over 6 Hours £70.00 
   (Club Room)       (Club Room) 
Over 6 Hours £65.00  Over 6 Hours £90.00 
   (Hall only)       (Hall only) 
 

Please contact Deb Turner (711461) to book the hall 
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EARL STONHAM WI 
�
�
�
�
�

�
A big thank you to all who turned up for Carols on the Green last 
December and donated to our collection for Little Lifts who provide gift 
boxes to every breast cancer patient in the UK who receives chemotherapy 
or radiotherapy treatment. Thanks to your wonderful generosity we were 
able to send them £210.40 for which they were very grateful. 
�

Our programme for the next few months:- 
 
March 18th  Firefighting and writing  
April 15th  Women's Land Army: Soil Cinderella's  
May 20th  Resolution meeting and social evening  
June 17th  Talk on Beekeeping by Anne Stanford 
July 15th  Outing to Green Island Gardens (daytime) 
 
All our meetings (other than July) are in the Clubroom at the Village Hall 
at 7.30pm and you will be made most welcome if you want to pop in!  
 
Also regular afternoon Mahjong sessions are held in the village hall on 
the fourth Thursday of the month 2pm – 4.30pm. You don’t need to be 
a WI member to take part and you are very welcome to come along 
even if you’ve never played mahjong before. There is a small charge of 
£3 to cover the cost of hiring the hall but tea and coffee are provided. 
 
Contact Lindsey on 07929 869925. 
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EEARL STONHAM OVER 60’S  

(The Golden Circle) 
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It is hard to believe, looking outside,  that the 2025 season starts in just 
seven weeks time. Our Saturday campaign starts with an away fixture to 
Witham CC in Essex on the 19th April and our first home game taking 
place the following Saturday against Ipswich CC. Our Sunday team starts 
at a much more weather friendly time of the year, with an away fixture at 
Brettenham Park CC on the 11th May. All our fixtures will be available on 
our website very soon - eearlstonhamcricketclub.org 

So with that in mind, we have arranged our indoor practice sessions at 
Ipswich School for six consecutive weeks starting on Sunday 9th March at 
15.30 to 17.00 each week. If anyone is interested in playing cricket or in 
search of a new club, this is the ideal opportunity for you to come and join 
in and see what we are about. Please contact either our Saturday Captain 
Luke on 07794 599402 or our Sunday Captain Stephen on 07793 
555235 for more information about joining us as a player. 

I mentioned in the last update we were getting very close to reaching our 
fundraising target to buy an electronic scorebook, well with one last push 
I am sure we will have it in situ this season. This will certainly be a great 
addition as it will automatically update on our scoring software that will 
also allow us to post live score updates on the play-cricket website. I must 
mention our fantastic Vice Presidents and ball sponsors who support us 
each year with their kind contributions, without whom we would not be 
able invest in the club to improve our facilities. Anyone new wishing to 
support the club please contact me on the email below, I will be very glad 
to hear from you ! 



Finally we celebrated our 35th season last year since the club reformed 
back in 1989 and it was great to see a number of the old guard join us for 
our annual dinner and awards evening. In particular I must thank John 
Player and Derek Griffiths, two of the founder members who were 
instrumental in getting the club restarted. John also gave us bit of a history 
lesson and a few funny tales of how it all came about. We also handed 
out the 2024 season awards which culminated in Ant Stowe being named 
Player of the Year. Thanks again to David and Daniela Porch for the use 
of their amazing barn at Town Farm for the evening. 
 
So, bring on the summer and the new season and hopefully a lot more 
victories than last year. 
 
 
Simon Edgar 
Vice Chairman 
07462 358474 -  ssimonedgar11@sky.com 
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DDEATHS  
Richard Allen  24 May 

Mary Howe   11 August 

Jane Porch   12 November 

Colin Stiff   13 December 
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RECYCLING BINS 
 TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

�
Please continue to bring your empty 
bottles, textiles, newspaper & card (but 
not cardboard) to the village recycling 
banks as this helps to raise funds for the 
village – thank you! 

 
If you see that the Recycling Bins at 
the Village Hall are nearly full, 
please call the following numbers: 

 
 

Glass 
Indigo Waste Management 

01842 820804 

Textiles/Clothing 
0800 090 2321 

 

Newspapers/Card 
0300 1234 000 
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USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Police (Non Emergency)    101 
NHS (Non Emergency)    111 
Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit  01473 265321 
Suffolk Police HQ (Non Emergency)  01473 613500 
Suffolk Police Direct     01473 613997 
Suffolk Fire & Rescue (Non Emergency) 01473 588888 
Environment Agency Incident Helpline  0800 80 70 60 
Environment Agency Floodline   0345 988 1188 
Suffolk County Council    0345 6066 067 
Gas        0800 111 999 
Electricity (Power Cuts & Network  105 

   Emergencies)     08007 838 838 
Anglian Water      03457 145 145 
Essex & Suffolk Water    03457 820 999 
Dial A Ride (Optua Transport)   01449 614271 
Suffolk Link      01449 616000 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Earl Stonham Parish Council Street 

  Lighting Fault Line    0800 591055 
Earl Stonham Recorder (Deb/Margaret) 711461/711779 
Earl Stonham Trust (Donna Taylor)  07859 896640 
Earl Stonham Website (Mark Gillett)  07984 518959 
Parish Clerk      07984 518959 
WI (Lindsey Stone)     711602 
Over 60’s (Joan & Vera)    711294/710128 
Village Hall Bookings (Deb Turner)  711461 
Theatre Guild (Tony Turner)   711461 
Cricket Club (Simon Edgar)    711572 
Parish Room (John Jones)    07776 145689 
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