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Mark Gillett 
Chair, Earl Stonham Parish Council 
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Quiz Nights will be held in                  
Earl Stonham Village Hall at 7.30 on  
 

22nd May 
12th June 
10th July 

14th August 
Everyone most welcome! 

£3 per person with teams of up to 6 
players. 

Please support the bar which will be 
open from 7pm 

  



 
  

As many of our children and grandchildren enter the summer exam term, it 
provides an opportunity to reflect upon what skills and qualifications are now 
needed for young people entering the world of work.    
 
The Prime Minister recently announced that in future, all children will need to 
study maths until age 18. Although compulsory maths until the age of 18 does 
not, initially, feel very attractive, I believe we can change perceptions of the 
subject. Applying maths skills in the real world is essential in all jobs and walks 
of life and offers an increase in self-confidence that will serve our children well 
throughout their lives.   
 
As a regular visitor to schools across our area, I am proud of the hard work that 
goes into supporting our children. During a recent visit to Kesgrave High 
School, I was asked some excellent questions by a student around encouraging 
young women to take up Science, Tech, Engineering and Maths (STEM) 
qualifications and retaining that talent for lifelong careers in Suffolk.   
 
It has become clear to me that our young people care deeply about achieving 
net zero, and I am pleased that along with sixth forms, we have a wide range of 
educational settings here that offer these qualifications, such as Suffolk New 
and Suffolk Rural. Our schools and colleges have strong relationships with local 
businesses and are already seeking opportunities for our young people with 
Sizewell C. 
 
Suffolk’s Energy Coast is internationally recognised as excellent in producing 
and delivering sustainable, clean energy solutions, offering great careers and 
underpinning economic growth here in Suffolk and across the UK. We have one 
of the driest climates in England with longer hours of daily sunshine and miles 
of coastline, so it is seen as the perfect location for solar energy and of course, 
offshore wind.  
 
I have reservations about the proposals for Sizewell C, but until we can find 
better ways of storing the electricity produced by renewable sources, nuclear 
power�remains an important form of electricity production. We are all striving 



to be more environmentally conscious and nuclear energy has the advantage 
of being carbon neutral and so reduces reliance on fossil fuels.   
 
Maths underpins achievement in all STEM subjects which are key to supporting 
the growth in jobs in Suffolk’s energy industry. Thanks to Suffolk’s leading role 
in the nuclear and renewables sector, our young people can play their part in 
building a brighter, greener future, but let’s not forget that maths is useful in 
all walks of life. Young people will one day need to manage household budgets, 
understand mobile phone contracts and arrange mortgages. These skills are 
workplace transferable, and we must not fail our children when it comes to 
confidence in maths both for their own lives and in safeguarding a strong 
economic future for the country. 
 
I am incredibly proud of everything we have to offer young people, here in 
Suffolk. I couldn’t think of a better place to live and work, and I wish all our 
students all the very best for their exams and hopefully some outstanding 
results to come.  
  
As ever, further information is available at www.drdanielpoulter.com 
 
 
 
 

 





H�'�==",/��@<1�$"7�1@�H�

THE RECORDER 
7
������������������
��������I��	����0��.	�����	�����

��������	�������	
����������
��
�������������	�������


����� ��� 	
�� ��������� � 7
�� ���	� ��� �� ����� ����� ��� J!�����

2������������������3���
��
������������	�����	
����������

	
�������	
��������
�����	������	
�����	�������������

	
���������� �7
������	��������� ��������� ��� ���� ��������

��	
� 	
�� ��	���� ��� �	� ��������� ��� 	
�� �����	�� ����

webmaster@earlstonham.org.uk�
�

#����������� 	
������	� 	��$����	�"�	
���� 2(%%((63���0���7����

2(%%>8%3��7
����������*������������2������K�	��	���	����3�������

���� ������ ��-�� 	�� ����� ���� ���	���	����� �� ����	������	��

����	���������� �	� 
����� ������ �����	���� 	���� ��� 	
�� ���������

#�����	�����������������	�	��/����	��
���#���
�)�������F���������

����������������������	
���	����������

�

MOBILE LIBRARY &  
COFFEE & CAKE FRIDAYS 

                                             
�

�

�

�

0�� ���-� ��	� ��� 	
�� '������� /����� ���	� ���� �����	�� ��� ��	���

����������	�� ��� 	
�� $������ =������ )������ L� )�-�� L� ���
� ������

)������L�)�-����������
�������26 May, 23 June, 21 July & 18 August�
�	� 	
�� '������� +���� �	�	���� �	� %��!���� ��	��� %�� ������ � � 7
�� $������

=�����'�����������	
������9 June, 7 July, & 4 August �	�%�������

 
If you would like to join the Village Email list, just send an email 
to Recorder@btinternet.com.  It is a great way of keeping up to 

date with activities etc in our village.  
 

  



 
                                                                                 Small Business 
                                                                                          Saturday 
                                                                                             Dec 2nd    

 
 

 
 
 

 

Year 19 got off to a flying start…… 
 

And we are now open 7 days a week for the next couple of months. 
 

We as a nation are known worldwide for being obsessed with the 
weather but after the extremes we have experienced so far this year 
it’s not surprising. Just 1mm of rain fell in February, March was fairly 

warm then April and May have been very wet, with 25mm (1 inch) 
falling over the last 2 days as I write this.  

 
Business has been very brisk with an incredible 5000 plants sold in 
the first 5 weeks. We still have a large selection of perennials to 

choose from but ...... don’t leave it too long, they are going very fast. 
 
  We still have compost available: 

 
Westland Growbags: £3.50 each  

Westland Multi Purpose 50L: £5.50 each  
 Westland Peat Free 50L: £6.50 each   

Westland Multi Purpose with John Innes (peat free) 50L: £6.00  
 

Our pot swap scheme has proved to be a great success. 
In our car park you will find a large wooden crate where you can 

drop old plastic plant pots or take some home to reuse.  
Far better than throwing them into land fill.  

 
That’s all for now, no watering but lots of plant potting to get on with. 
                     

Monday to Saturday: 9 til 5       Sunday + Bank Hols: 10 till 4 
www.perfectperennials.co.uk     Facebook     Instagram     01449 711320 

 
 



 

�

        SUPPER EVENINGS 
    2023 

      Earl Stonham 

      Village Hall 
 

         SAT 17TH JUNE 
             THAI CURRIES 

 

         FRI 14TH JULY 
       BBQ 

 

        SAT 19TH AUGUST 
                    HAM SALAD & NEW POTATOES                           

          Everyone welcome 
             Bar open from 7pm 

       Tickets £12 

        Email: Recorder@btinternet.com 



EARL STONHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
26th May 

Coffee & Cake Friday 
10:30 – 12 noon 

 

 
9th June 

Library Van 12.20 
 
 

23rd June 
Coffee & Cake Friday 

10:30 – 12 noon 
 

 
7th July 

Library Van 12.20 
 
 

21st  July 
Coffee & Cake Friday 

10:30 – 12 noon 
 

 
4th August 

Library Van 12.20 
 
 

18th August 
Coffee & Cake Friday 

10:30 – 12 noon 



  

Council to protect frontline services and increase funding 
in budget proposal  

Adult care services and children’s services will receive 
£47m more funding as part of Suffolk County Council’s 
£685m budget proposals. Despite an incredibly challenging 
economic climate, the council has been able to produce a 
balanced budget. This will protect the services that people 

rely on the most and continue to care for the most vulnerable, which accounts 
for 75% of the whole budget. Adult care services will have £34m more in their 
budget, and children’s services will have a further £13m. This will help with the 
extra expense needed to meet the huge increase in demands for services, as 
well as higher costs due to inflation. The budget-setting has been achieved 
with input from the council’s partners, officers, departments and notably, 
Suffolk residents.  

Over 2,600 local people contributed to an online survey and focus groups, 
asking where they would spend more money, spend less money, and their 
views on Council Tax. The top service areas where people wanted to spend 
more, were social care services for adults and children. Some of the service 
areas where people also said they wanted to see more money spent, will 
receive additional funding:  

£700,000 for SEND services to support new recruitment, which is on top of the 
£1.1m invested this year 

£500,000 for Highways: to use environmentally friendly weed treatments and 
stop using glyphosate which can damage wildlife  

£110,000 for tree management: to support the ‘right tree right place’ policy, 
having an appropriate inspection regime and supporting the resulting tree 
management requirements. 

£45,000 for Citizens Advice: to support work during cost of living challenges  

A budget gap for next year - the difference between what money is available 
and what needs to be spent - had already been identified, resulting in savings 



of £15.5m for next year. Under the proposals, the council’s budget would 
increase by 9.6% (from £625.3m to £685.3). Additional funds would come from 
a total 3.99% increase in Council Tax, and an increase in funds from the 
Government for adult and children’s social care. Regarding Council Tax, the 
proposed 3.99% increase would be made up of a 1.99% increase in general 
Council Tax and a 2.00% increase dedicated to funding adult care.  

Historic half a billion pound devolution deal hands Suffolk regeneration & 
skills powers to level up  

A landmark devolution deal, which puts money and power over building, 
regeneration and skills into the hands of leaders in Suffolk will be signed today. 
Suffolk will be devolved power over their Adult Education budget, so they can 
shape provision in a way that best suits the needs of the local community and 
will receive immediate support to build new affordable homes on brownfield 
sites, as well as more capital funding to improve energy efficiency in houses. 
The deal will also see Suffolk County Council handed control over a £480 
million investment fund – this will be guaranteed for the next thirty years. This 
will enable the county to drive growth and plan for the long-term with 
certainty as it looks to level up and unlock its full economic potential. Suffolk 
will also get a directly elected leader of the council. This not only provides a 
single person who is accountable to the people of Suffolk but gives the county 
a local champion who can attract investment and be a stronger voice in 
discussions with central government. The deal also sets out the government’s 
plans to devolve more power to Suffolk County Council through:  

Investment: It will bring decades of funding worth £480 million to improve the 
lives of Suffolk’s residents and spend on their local priorities. 
Housing: The deal will provide £5.8 million to regenerate brownfield land into 
beautiful, affordable homes and drive economic growth across the area; 
Suffolk will also receive greater compulsory purchase powers.  

Education: The agreement devolves the Adult Education Budget so they can 
shape provision in a way that best suits the needs of residents and the local 
Suffolk economy. 

Transport: An integrated transport settlement starting in 2024/25, to support 
the area to improve key transport infrastructure priorities.  



The Environment: The new deal will help Suffolk deliver on its ambitions to be 
the country’s greenest county with £3 million to improve energy efficiency in 
homes.  

The deal is now subject to local consultation, a council resolution to change 
their governance model so that electors directly elect the council leader, and 
elements, such as the transfer of new powers, require parliamentary approval 
to secondary legislation. The deal envisages the election of a directly elected 
leader after May 2024. Subject to the passing of the relevant measures in the 
Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill.  

£2.5 million saved on energy costs as LED streetlight project nears completion  

A project with the aim of replacing all 43,400 streetlights across Suffolk with 
sustainable, longer- lasting, and cost-saving LED bulbs nears completion. It has 
saved more than £2.5 million pounds so far. The change to LED streetlights 
supports Suffolk County Council’s aim to reduce carbon, light pollution, and 
bring down ongoing maintenance costs for the council, all whilst providing the 
best value to residents. It was expected that the council would reduce costs by 
around 76%, however, the target was exceeded, with 77.64% savings made to 
date. In June 2021, Bouygues Energies and Services were announced as the 
partner to deliver the project to upgrade 43,400 Suffolk streetlights with new, 
reduced energy LED lanterns. The total number of upgraded streetlights is 
currently at 40,692 excluding any of the Ipswich Borough Council, or 
Town/Parish council owned streetlights.  

There are approximately 1,700 upgrades outstanding, which includes any 
remaining heritage lantern upgrades. It is hoped that around 1200 of the 
remaining lanterns will be completed by the end of the year. Prior to the 
commencement of the project, Suffolk Highways contacted towns and parishes 
to provide them with the opportunity to have their parish-council owned 
street-lighting upgraded at the same time. All heritage-style lanterns are also 
being upgraded as part of the project. The upgrade of the lighting system will 
include a further rollout of SCC’s central management system which will allow 
lights to be switched on or off and dim individual or groups of lights. This smart 
technology will increase the control the council has over its power 
consumption which will further reduce costs. The system will also 
automatically flag any lights that are not working which reduces the need for 
night-time inspections. The shift over to these new LED lanterns has enabled 
the council to save a considerable amount on energy costs and supported our 
organisation’s ambition to become carbon-neutral organisation by 2030.I 



would like to extend my congratulations and thank you to all those working on 
this project and ensuring its resounding success. I look forward to seeing its 
continued positive impact in the coming years as we reap the benefits of 
stronger, cheaper and more environmentally friendly streetlights.  

Next round of new SEND places agreed by Cabinet  

The Council’s Cabinet agreed a new wave of funding to continue its programme 
to provide places for children and young people with SEND. The £3million 
agreement marks the start of Phase 3 of the Capital Programme to create three 
additional specialist units providing 42 additional places for students with 
special educational needs and disabilities. This follows Phase 1 of the 
programme which created 825 news places across Suffolk and Phase 2, which 
was signed off in June 2022, and will create up to 73 new places. So far, 
£45million has been allocated by Suffolk County Council to deliver the new 
places for Phase 1 and Phase 2 - £15million of which has been provided by the 
Department for Education. In addition, Cabinet also agreed to support the 
Department for Education’s High Needs Provision Capital Funding (HNPCF) for 
2023/24 of £7million to be spent on the development of units attached to 
mainstream schools to support students with social, emotional and mental 
health problems and speech, language and communication needs. This will 
create up to 168 new spaces, and is an addition to previous funding agreed 
from the Department for Education in 2022/23 for up to 78 new places. The 
third item signed off today was Cabinet’s support for the application for 
funding for two free schools from the Department for Education. One of these 
will be in east Suffolk and support children with severe learning difficulties and 
the second will be built in Sudbury for those with autistic spectrum disorder 
and complex social, emotional and mental health problems. If the bids are 
successful, both schools will teach children and young people from across 
Suffolk. In total, Suffolk will deliver up to 1,317 new places for children and 
young people with SEND by 2025/26. We are seeing a continued increase in 
demand for specialist places for children and young people with SEND in 
Suffolk and it is vital we continue to stay ahead of this increased demand.  

£7.8 million redevelopment of Foxhall Recycling Centre to begin  

Work on a major expansion of the Foxhall Recycling Centre near Ipswich is set 
to begin. 

RG Carter Ltd has been appointed by SCC as contractor for the £7.8 million 
project. The new design will increase capacity for cars on site, reduce queuing 



and improve access from Foxhall Road, and provide greater capacity to meet 
future growth. The site will have a raised level construction, giving better 
access to the containers for users without the need for stairs. Containers can 
also be emptied without the need to close the site. The funding includes 
£794,414 from East Suffolk Council through the Community Infrastructure Levy 
collected from new housing developments in the East Suffolk area. Work is 
scheduled to complete in early 2024 and the site will remain open to the public 
during construction. The project will be conducted in phases to keep the centre 
operational throughout the build, but at certain times this may result in fewer 
booking slots being available to the public.  

The Re-use shop will change location in the new layout and will need to be 
closed for a period early next year to allow this to take place. The project will 
also see the installation of a feeder lane from Foxhall Road, making access into 
the site safer. Of the 11 recycling centres around the county Foxhall accounts 
for 19% of recycling and waste, collecting more than 12,500 tonnes a year. This 
is a significant investment in Foxhall recycling centre that will bring benefits to 
its users for many years to come. Whilst the centre will remain open during 
work this will be a complex project which will, inevitably, result in some 
disruption at times, so I would ask the public to be patient while improvements 
are being made. Foxhall is the busiest recycling centre in the county, so once 
complete this really will be a flagship site for Suffolk residents.  

County Councils unanimously agree “no” to damaging pylons proposal  

Authorities in Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk have united to condemn the current 
proposals for a 180km network of 50m tall electricity pylons. The East Anglia 
GREEN proposal put forward by National Grid for a 180km network of 
electricity pylons between Norwich, Bramford and Tilbury. The councils agree 
that the plan for pylons is destructive and outdated, and will cause irreversible 
damage to the countryside, wildlife habitats and local communities. A new 
electricity network is needed to transmit the ambitious 50 GW of offshore wind 
that the Government aims to be delivered by 2030, and to connect new 
projects like Sizewell C. So much of this ambition falls on East Anglia, to provide 
energy for much of the country. The councils fully support the need to 
generate this renewable and low carbon electricity, to meet local and national 
Net Zero ambitions. However, they believe that more suitable, sustainable and 
modern alternatives for the network have not been properly investigated and 
presented, such as undersea cable routes around the coastline of East Anglia. 
Formalising their long-standing positions on the East Anglia GREEN proposal, 



the councils join a group of 13 MPs who signed a letter criticising the 
consultation, along with a growing public petition . 

Matthew Hicks - County Councillor for the Thredling Division 
Tel : 01728 628176   Mob : 07824474741 
E-mail: matthew.hicks@suffolk.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION 

 
As part of the ‘Greenest County’  scheme by Suffolk County, grants 
were made available for the installation of electric vehicle chargers.  
Earl Stonham applied for one of these and a charger has now been 
installed at the Village Hall.   
 
This is located at the far corner of the car park adjacent to the old 
Bowls Club entrance and is a 2 socket, 7kw charger and costs 45p per 
kw with any profit going to the village hall.  It is available for anyone 
to use and can be used with a normal contactless credit/debit card or 
via a smartphone app. 
 
Tony Turner 

 
  



 
Exercise Therapy Studio - Fitness and Wellbeing classes with a difference. 

 
Zoe and Theresa have over fifteen years of experience in helping people to improve 
their fitness and specialise in supporting clients with health issues such as 
musculoskeletal conditions such as back, shoulder and knee complaints. Heart 
conditions, Cancer and more.  
Fit & Tone Classes: from £6.50 
This class is low impact with toning exercises for a total body workout using small 
equipment. The classes are led by Theresa who will guide you through correct form 
and technique.  
We change that class every week so you won’t get bored, and we will keep you 
smiling and motivated.  
We are experienced in dealing with injury and rehab, so we can give variations on 
exercises if required. Classes are suitable for all fitness levels and all ages. From 
ages 16 to 70+ 
Our classes are small with only 8 in each class so we can give good quality 
instruction. 
Pilates: Classes from £7.50 
This is a beginner / intermediate mat Pilates class. This class will improve strength, 
function, and flexibility. Pilates helps to improve posture and reduce tension on joints.  
We use small equipment such as bands, balls and rollers and the routine changes 
each week to keep the classes varied and fun, we will keep you smiling and 
motivated. 
If you have not tried Pilates before, or if you have any specific health conditions we 
would recommend a one-to-one session with Zoe before joining a class. Suitable for 
all fitness levels and ages. 

For more information on our classes, workshops and rehab sessions go to 
www.exercisetherapyonline.com or contact Zoe on 07931546858, you can also email 

us at exercisetherapyonline@gmail.com 
 

Exercise Therapy Studio, The Fitness Suite, The Highwayman, Norwich Road (A140),  
Creeting St. Mary, Ipswich IP6 8PD 

  



 
 

Please continue to bring your empty 
bottles, textiles, newspaper & card 
(but not cardboard) to the village 

recycling banks as this helps to raise 
funds for the village.   

 

 
 Thank you! 

  



              
 
 

Orchard Garage DMS Ltd was previously run from Church 
Road, Stowupland. We moved to Middlewood Green as a 

Limited Company in 2018. We have over 20 years of 
technical experience. Our goal is to deliver outstanding 

customer service to repair, service and MOT all makes and 
models to the highest possible standard at very 

competitive prices. We also can supply and fit tyres at very 
competitive price.  

 
We look forward to welcoming you to Orchard Garage, 
please ring for a quotation or to book an appointment. 

 
Telephone – 01449 711436 

Email – Orchardgaragedms@outlook.com 

Address – Orchard Garage DMS Ltd, White House Farm, 

Middlewood Green, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5HE 

  



FROM�YOUR�LOCAL�RECORDER�
John�Jones�

 
Over a year ago the Stonham Magpie’s sign was destroyed by an 
impact from a vehicle.  This well-known landmark, listed Grade 
II, had stood over the road for very many years and is (or was) an 
extremely rare survivor. 
 
The EADT reported that the owners have given the sign to 
Stonham Parva Parish Council, who have begun a campaign to 
raise the estimated £20-30,000 that will be required to restore it 
to its former glory.  
 
The history of 
this sign is 
somewhat 
obscure and it 
isn’t clear how 
long it has stood 
there.  Being 
constructed of 
timber and 
exposed to the 
elements, it’s 
likely that the 
present structure isn’t the original.   
 
The photo, dating from the early 20th century shows a coach 
outing either starting from, or stopping for refreshments at, The 
Magpie.  Many of the party are having a chat in the middle of the 
road, something that would be ill-advised today.  A large 
Tollemache sign board hangs below the arch and that, too, 
wouldn’t last long in today’s traffic. 
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EARL STONHAM PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

The following have been submitted for consideration by the 
Parish Council 

 

� Application for a Non Material Amendment relating to 
DC/22/04746 – Reduce rear fenestration to 1 no. window 
width, add single door to utility room and rotate plot by 4 
degrees – Land South of Fieldfare, Forward Green :  
Application DC/23/00688 
 

� Full Planning Application – Change of use of Agricultural 
land to residential garden land to serve Angel House – land 
to the rear of Angel House, Norwich Road, Earl Stonham IP14 
5DW : Application DC/23/01201 
 

� Full Planning Application – Construction of new vehicular 
access and farm track (replacing existing farm access) – 
Whitehouse Old Barn, Church Lane, Earl Stonham IP14 5EA – 
Application DC/2301510 
 

� Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/04746 – 
Condition 4 (Agreement of Materials), Condition 5 
(Landscaping Scheme) and Condition 6 (Biodiversity 
Enhancement Strategy) – Land South of Fieldfare, Forward 
Green, Earl Stonham – Application DC/23/01647 
 

 



� Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/03632 – 
Condition 13 (Construction Management Plan) – Lime Tree 
Cottage, Stowmarket Road, Earl Stonham IP14 5HN : 
Application DC/23/01660 

 
If you wish to comment on any planning application, please            

contact  MSDC Planning Department or go to : 
https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-

applications/ 
 
 

 
      Please remember, if you wish to comment online, you 
 MUST register on the website AND log in to ensure your 

 comments are noted 
 

If you send a comment to the Planning Department, 
 please ensure you also copy it to our Parish Clerk at 

parishclerk@earlstonham.org.uk 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Zoë Hyde Podiatry 
BSc (Hons), Pod., M.ch.S., H.C.P.C. Reg 

Professionally qualified, experienced 
and caring podiatry service in the 

comfort of your own home. 

I cover the Stowmarket area and 
surrounding villages. 

Range of treatments include: 
Nail Care, Corns and Callus, Verrucae, 

Diabetic Assessment. 

To book YOUR appointment now,  
call: 07925826655 

zoe.hyde.uk@gmail.com 
www.zoehydepodiatry.com 



EARL STONHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

You have probably noticed the work 
taking place in the old bowls club area.  
We are still working on the final lease 
for the premises from the ES Trust but 
work has progressed in a number of 
areas.  The main job was breaking 
through the hedge between the car park 

and the bowls green to provide around 24 overflow parking 
spaces.   
 
This proved far harder than originally expected and was greatly 
helped by the loan of a mini digger by Brian Rice and manual 
help from John Bull, Brian Heard, Henry Glasse and John Jones.  
Use of the Cricket Club roller and a Wacker Plate from Sally 
Baker at Masquerade helped complete the access.  We have also 
seeded the wildflower area so hopefully we will have a meadow 
soon if the birds have left any of the seed! 
 
One consequence of taking on the Bowls Club site is a significant 
increase in maintenance work – especially with the summer 
coming we have a lot more grass to cut!  If anyone has some time 
to spare to help with this, it would be really appreciated. 
 
Of course, the big news has been the recent Coronation 
celebrations.  On the Friday before the Coronation we organised 
a celebration dinner for 70 with suitably decorated hall and 
tables.  The WI organised the desserts and the Theatre Guild laid 
on entertainment of songs and dance.   
 
Sunday saw a ‘Bring and Share’ lunch for everyone and right up 
to  the last minute we were unsure if we could hold this outside 
due to the unsettled weather.  In the end the weather gods were 



on our side and we had lovely weather and well over 100 people 
attending who provided a fine lunch spread.  
 
Finally, you may have noticed that the streetlight at the entrance 
to the hall car park has been removed.  This had reached the end 
of its working life and is being replaced with a more energy 
efficient one in the near future. 
 

Tony Turner - Chairman 
 Earl Stonham Village Hall Management Committee 

07710 018743 
 
 
 
 

 
  



STONHAM THEATRE GUILD 
 

If you want some fun; if you are desperate to get 

away from the real world, come and join us, no 

experience necessary, just a desire to make people 

laugh! 

 

 
 

Auditions will be held on Sunday 2 July from 

 2 to 4pm at Earl Stonham Village Hall 

  

The show will be staged on 

Friday December 1st & Saturday December 2nd 

At Earl Stonham Village Hall 

 
 

Contact Amy Johnson – 07388 994374 
 

Evenings/Weekends please 
 

 





There is a large hall with dance floor & stage.  Ideal 

for barn dances, parties, discos or drama productions. 

Tables & chairs can be set up for dining or for Quizzes or Bingo 

evenings & there is a club room where smaller groups can gather. 

Also a well-equipped kitchen with two cookers, a fridge-freezer, 

heated trolley, sinks and extensive working area. The hall opens out 

onto the adjoining recreation ground with a multicourt and small 

children’s playground.

Perfect for picnics & a small bouncy castle can be erected for 

children’s parties 

Charges for the hire of the Village Hall PER HOUR 

 from April 2023:

For Earl Stonham Residents  For Non-Residents 

Clubroom  £  8.00ph  Clubroom  £10.00ph 

Hall   £10.00ph  Hall   £13.00ph 

Hall & Club Room £16.00ph  Hall & Club Room  £21.00ph 

Over 6 Hours £105.00  Over 6 Hours £135.00 

   (All Areas)           (All Areas) 

Over 6 Hours £50.00  Over 6 Hours £60.00 

   (Club Room)       (Club Room) 

Please contact Deb Turner (711461) to book the hall 
 

  



 



  

SUPPORT IN PRAYER IN TROUBLING TIMES 

Once a month Christians in the village, who attend different 
churches, meet together to pray for issues affecting the 
parishes of Earl Stonham and Stonham Parva (including issues 
arising out of national and international affairs) and for 
individuals who would like prayer for a particular need.   
 
We are thankful to be able to turn to Jesus in prayer for such 
individuals as well as for those living in areas affected by 
conflict and climate related issues, as well as the on-going 
impact of the cost-of-living crisis.   
 
Meetings will normally be held at 2.30pm on the third 
Monday of the month in the Parish Room.  To confirm the 
date and venue if you would like to join us, or if you would 
like to request prayer for an issue or individual, 
please contact Maggie Podd (07939 912080), Philip Payne 
(Rector 01449 711684) or Helen Norris (Assistant Priest 
01449 761867). 



 
  



EARL STONHAM WI 
Saturday, 16th September 2023 has been 
designated National WI Day and, not 
unnaturally, Earl Stonham WI are celebrating 
this on Tuesday, 19th September 2023!  We are 
offering the opportunity for all ladies to come to 
a WI Open Evening to get some idea of what we 
are all about, listen to our speaker for the 
month and perhaps consider joining us.   

This will be a Cheese and Wine Evening - even the raffle prizes will be 
cheese and wine - and our speaker for the evening will present 
‘Colour You Beautiful’- a talk on matching individuals with their 
compatible colours both in dress and make up.   

This special Earl Stonham WI meeting is open to all, free of charge, 
and will take place at the Earl Stonham Village Hall at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday, 19th September 2023. 

Before this of course we have our usual monthly meetings for May, 
June etc and speakers include a talk by an NHS Nurse on Breast Care 
and the Costumes of Elizabeth I. 

Please be assured of a very warm welcome whenever you choose to 
come along and pop your head round the Village Hall door!! 

Regular afternoon Mahjong sessions are held in the village hall on 
the fourth Thursday of the month 2pm – 4.30pm. You don’t need to 
be a WI member to take part and you are very welcome to come 
along even if you’ve never played mahjong before. There is a small 
charge of £3 to cover the cost of hiring the hall but tea and coffee are 
provided. 
 
We would be delighted to see you in the clubroom in the village hall 
on the THIRD TUESDAY of each month at 7.30pm. For more details 
please contact Christine Double on 07775 507083 or Lindsey Stone 
on 711602 
 



WI Programme 2023 
 
 May 16th Breast Care and the Blossom Appeal 
Jun 20th  ‘Elizabeth 1’              
Aug 15th  ‘Nothing like a dame’                               
Sept 19th  WI DAY Open Meeting with Cheese & Wine  
                        ‘Colour You Beautiful’    
Oct 17th  ANNUAL MEETING & Social evening                                
Nov 21st  ‘Scams & Frauds’ by ZOOM        
Dec TBC         Christmas Meal 
 
 
 

 
  



mobile: 07736 311782 
email: info@jdtrees.co.uk   

web: jdtrees.co.uk

• Tree removal, felling or reduction 
• Site clearance • Hedge cutting 
• Stump grinding • Chipping 
• Waste removal • Firewood

Professionally trained, fully insured, 
friendly service  

Call today for a free no obligation quote



EARL STONHAM TRUST REPORT 
 

We continue to consider grant requests for financial 
or educational need for residents of Earl Stonham.  
 
Recently we have helped with the cost of school 
trips, laptops, sport and musical equipment.  If you,  
or if you  are aware of another who could benefit, 
please contact a Trustee or download an 
application form from the Village website 
www.earlstonham.org.uk.  

 
Alternatively, write to Jennie Griffiths at Cornfields, Wicks Lane, IP14 5HL or 
jfrgriffiths@yahoo.co.uk. All enquiries are dealt with confidentially and the 
Trust meets next Thursday 29th June. 
 
The Trust is also responsible for 1 Guildhall Cottage and the Recreation 
Ground. The play equipment is inspected weekly by volunteers and annually 
by a professional but in the meantime, if anyone has any concerns, do 
contact one of the trustees mentioned below. 
 
 

Karl Wilkinson (711320) 
Phil Hurt (711879) 

Jennie Griffiths (711794) 
Frankie Wicks (711222) 
Sharon Budd (711243) 

Mark Gillett (07984518959) 
Tony Turner (711461) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 





 

In March around 40 members and guests met in the Church of 
St Mary the Virgin, Earl Stonham, for a guided talk by 
Roy Tricker.  Roy is a leading authority on Suffolk churches, he 
has visited 500 medieval churches.  He described how the 
church has gone through many renovations since the 14th 
century when the porch was built.  It was a most enjoyable talk, 
finishing with tea and biscuits. 

 

For our April meeting we were back in the Village Hall.  The 
planned speaker, Mr Hardcastle, was unable to attend, instead 
Pauline Birchnall stepped in to tell us about her experience as 
a secretary working in Iran at the time of the Islamic 
Revolution in 1979.  Pauline described her day to day life, and 
how she was taken by coach and plane out of the country 
when all foreigners were ordered to leave Iran almost 
immediately. Thankfully she arrived home safe and sound. 

 

In May, Simon Hardcastle, brother of our member Sue, came 
to talk to us about glass and its long history. Glass-making 
dates back at least 3000 to 4000 years. The techniques of 
glass-blowing, developed around 100 BC, are still in use today.  
Simon learnt the art of making stained glass into windows and 
other decorative pieces, many of which he brought along to 
show us. 

 

We are looking forward to our visit In June to the Food 
Museum Stowmarket, formerly the Museum of East Anglian 
life, where we will be able to watch sheep-dog trials and enjoy 
a cream tea at the museum. 



 

In July we celebrate the Club’s birthday with an evening meal 
at the Park Hotel, Diss, and in August the plan is to have a 
barbecue lunch with games on the Village Hall green. 

 

Our September outing, the last one of the year, is a visit to the 
famous Beth Chatto’s Plants & Gardens. This will be a coach 
trip, leaving the Village Hall at 10am. If you would like to come 
with us you would be very welcome.  Entry to the gardens is 
£12, the fare for the coach will be extra.   

 

Please ring Joan on 711294 if you would like more information 
about the Over 60s.  The meetings are still being held in Earl 
Stonham Village Hall, all events take place on the first 
Wednesday of the month. 

 

Sadly our thoughts are with the family of David Peters. For 
many years he had been a valued member of the Club, a 
member of the Committee, a keen participant of our outings 
and never short of ideas. 

 

Vera Ivory 

 

 
 



 
 

 
The 2023 season is now underway, but the wet weather has 
thwarted the start of the season with only 1 game being completed 
out of the first 4. With the league continuing to schedule games in 
mid-April there is always a big risk of games falling foul to heavy April 
Showers. The good news is we won that game away to Mildenhall.  
Our Sunday team does not start their season until 14th May, away to 
Nowton. To see our full list of games this summer please go to our 
website earlstonhamcricketclub.org  
 
We will be arranging Friday evening net practices as soon as the 
weather improves and the outfield dries out, so if anyone is 
interested in playing or giving cricket a go, we would love to hear 
from you. For more information, please contact Luke Edgar (Captain) 
on 07794 599402. If you’re just interested in watching, then please 
feel free to come over to the ground and the bar is open on every 
home game if you fancy some liquid refreshment.   
 
As I always do, I would like to thank all our sponsors & vice 
presidents who generously donate to us every year and without 
whom we would struggle financially. Their continued support enables 
us to keep investing in the facilities and keep the ground looking 
great in the summer.  
 
And finally, our Presidents XI v Chairmans XI will take place on 
Sunday 27th August, which has traditionally been played on the 



August bank holiday for many years now and is always an enjoyable 
afternoon for players and spectators alike.  
 

Simon Edgar 
Hon Club Secretary 

07974132468 
Simonedgar11@sky.com 

 
 
 
 



ST MARY’S CHURCH 
EARL STONHAM with STONHAM PARVA 

www.earlstonham.org.uk and click on Communities 
& www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2011/ 

 

 
The pattern of services across our 8 parishes means we generally have a 
service on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 11am at Earl Stonham 
Church.  
 
Having said that, there are sometimes changes.  For instance, a number of 
people from the 8 parishes are going on a Pilgrimage to Iona later in May so 
some services here will be swopped round while service-leaders are away.  
To see up-to-date information electronically please email 
lizandjohnince@gmail.com and they will send it to you each week. 
 
We also have a simple service of Holy Communion at 10.30am in the Parish 
Room once a month which is especially appreciated by the less mobile as 
there is no path to climb.  These will be on Wednesday June 14 and July 12. 
 
Bible Study 
 
There have been regular meetings for Bible study happening over the last 
few months.  Beginners welcome! 
 
If you would like more information or to attend, then please contact Henry 
or Anne Stanford on 01449 711742 or email them at 
henrystanford@btinternet.com or annestanford@btinternet.com  
  



The Parish Room 
 
The Parish Room is on the lane beside the church and has parking adjacent.  

The charge is £6 per hour including 
heating and the use of china, cutlery 
and glasses etc. 
 
If anyone would like to see inside or 
book it, please contact Frankie Wicks 
on 07786 746 880. 
 

 
 

Contacts for the Ministry Team 
 

Rector                  Rev Philip Payne  01449 711684 
                                    revphilippayne@btinternet.com 
Reader                     Henry Stanford             01449 711742 
Churchwardens      Jane Porch                  01449 711809 
                              Mark Parry                     01449 711816 
Lay Elder                 Jane Porch   01449 711809 
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Contributions to 
the editors by  Distribution by 

AUTUMN   Fri 11th Aug 2023 Mon 28th Aug 2023 
WINTER   Fri  3rd Nov 2023 Mon 20th Nov 2023 
SPRING   Fri 16th Feb 2024  Mon 4th Mar 2024 
SUMMER   Fri 24h May 2024  Mon 7th June 2024 
 
 

Editors - Margaret Anthony 
Middlewood House, Blacksmiths Lane - 711779 

Deb Turner - 711461 
 

Distribution – Sally Baker - 711320 
 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE NEXT EDITION 

 

By Fri 11 August 2023  to   Margaret Anthony 
                             Middlewood House 
             Blacksmiths Lane – 711779 

or by email to Deb Turner at Recorder@btinternet.com 
 

 
Contributions for the website can be forwarded to 

webeditor@earlstonham.org.uk  



RECYCLING BINS - TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

 
If you see that the Recycling Bins at the Village Hall are 

nearly full, please call the following numbers: 

 
 

                      Glass 
Indigo Waste Management 

01842 820804 
 

 
Textiles/Clothing 

0800 090 2321 
 
 

Newspapers/Card 
0300 1234 000 

 
 

  



 



 
  



 
  










