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Numbers for the Supper are limited so 
book early to avoid disappointment�

Ring Deb on 711461�

or email Recorder@b�nternet.com�

Friday 5 May 2023�

7.30pm�
�

Join us at the Village Hall for 
a Corona�on Supper with 

entertainment by Stonham 
Theatre Group�

�

�

£12 per head�

Drinks available at the Bar�

Sunday 7 May 2023�

12.30pm�
�

“Bring & Share” Lunch at 
the Village Hall�

�

We are planning a lunch, 
so please bring along a 
contribu�on to share�

�

Drinks available at the Bar�
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                                                                                 Official opening: 
                                                                                       Good Friday 
                                                                                           April 7th     
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Year 19 is just around the corner !! 
 

After a much needed break away in January things on the nursery are really 
moving forwards. This winter has certainly seen some stark variations with 

clear, sunny skies during the day and freezing temperatures at night.  
Potting of the bare-root plants is going well so far with over 3000 plants potted 
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Our compost sold very well last year and is available now. 
 Collection and/or free delivery (in the village) can be arranged before April. 

�
Westland Multi Purpose 50L:   �����                Westland Peat Free 50L:  ����� 
Westland Multi Purpose with John Innes 50L:   ��������������Growbags:�������

�
We have some new varieties this year to hopefully tempt you,  

including Agapanthus, Geranium, Geum, Grasses, Iris and Salvias.  
�

Other plants that we will be selling this year include, amazing � !�����	�, 
carefree "	��	�!�	�, delightful #�������!��, everlasting $����	��	, ground-
covering %�
	��!��, grand %
	����, heavenly &�����!��, irresistible �
����, 

lovely '!����, pretty (	������, funky (���), super *	�+�	� and vertical ,�
-��	. 
�
 I am delighted to say I have 200 %�
	��!��."	
��/ plants in stock and again all 

the money raised from them will go to "	���
�0���	
���12.   Just £5 each. 
 
The van team will be busy this Spring. Below is a list of where we will be in 2023. 

�
April 23th Wyken Vineyard (Nr Bury St Eds)                  May 7th   Wootens of Wenhaston  
May 1st Sudbury Town Centre                                           May 14th Bungay Garden Market  
May 1st Mendlesham Street Fair                               May 20th Creake Abbey (N. Norfolk)   
.                                                                                   May 28th ��� 29th Helmingham Hall 
 
Latest news on our Facebook page. Behind the scenes photos on Instagram. 
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This photo, which appeared recently on social 
media, dates from around 1912 and shows one 
of the many caravans sent out on tour by The 
Church Army, which was founded in 1882.  The 
location is said to be Earl Stonham, although 
there are few clues in the picture to suggest 
exactly where it might be.  The man wearing an 
apron appears to be a tradesman of some sort, 
perhaps a blacksmith or a carpenter: can anyone 
identify him? 
�
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Drainage and Ancillary Works 

                                             
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
     SPECIALIST IN:                                           CONTACT: 
      Ditch maintenance and improvement.                                      Tel: 07771 665720 

      Land drainage and outfall repairs.                                            email: dcookdrainage@gmail.com 

      Culvert construction and pipe replacement.          www.ditchmaintenancesuffolk.co.uk      

      New pond construction  

      Existing ponds restored  

      Hedge coppicing with excavator shear. 

      Excavator flailing. 

      Land and site vegetation clearance. 

      All other excavation work. 

      Any size excavators from 2.5 ton mini up to 30 ton long reach                                                                   

      
 

CP CONSTRUCTION PLANT  

CS COMPETENCE SCHEME  

REGISTERED OPERATOR NO: 01380113/2 
01380113/2 



�

 
 

Please continue to bring your empty 
bottles, textiles, newspaper & card 
(but not cardboard) to the village 

recycling banks as this helps to raise 
funds for the village.   

 

 
 Thank you! 

� �
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WWOULD YOU LIKE TO HIRE 

 THE VILLAGE HALL? 

There is a large hall with dance floor & stage.  Ideal 
for barn dances, parties, discos or drama productions. 

Tables & chairs can be set up for dining or for Quizzes or Bingo 
evenings & there is a club room where smaller groups can 

gather. 
Also a well-equipped kitchen with two cookers, a fridge-

freezer, heated trolley, sinks and extensive working area. The 
hall opens out onto the adjoining recreation ground with a 

multicourt and small children’s playground.    
Perfect for picnics & a small bouncy castle can be erected for 

 children’s parties 
 

 
Charges for the hire of the Village Hall PER HOUR 

 from April 2021: 
 
For Earl Stonham Residents  For Non-Residents 
Clubroom  £  8.00ph  Clubroom  £  9.00ph 
Hall   £10.00ph  Hall   £12.00ph 
Hall & Club Room £16.00ph  Hall & Club Room    £19.00ph 
Over 6 Hours  £105.00  Over 6 Hours  £125.00 
   (All Areas)           (All Areas) 
Over 6 Hours  £50.00  Over 6 Hours  £  55.00 
   (Club Room)       (Club Room) 
 

Please contact Deb Turner (711461) to book the hall 
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EEARL STONHAM OVER 60’S  

(The Golden Circle) 
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Well the last few days have certainly had a spring feel to them which 
has enabled me to do some early pre-season work on the ground. 
Outfield has been cut, as has the square and a sprinkle of fertiliser 
has been added to green things up a bit. Not sure I should say this, 
but the square could do with a little rain which is certainly something 
I don’t normally wish for in February.   
 
As we look to the season ahead, our first game is on April 15th, away 
to Colchester Cavaliers and that is only nine weeks away! We have 
three games in April this year which does feel like a pretty early start 
to the season. There is an ongoing debate around the length of the 
Saturday cricket leagues, with twelve teams in all divisions down to 
division seven, it means the season won’t end until September 9th.  
 
That doesn’t give any free weekends all season and in our view it is 
something that needs addressing quicky to help smaller clubs with 
availability and reduce travel each season.  
 
We have booked some indoor net session at Bury St Edmunds CC 
just prior to our season opener and they begin on Monday 27th 
March 7pm – 8.30pm for three consecutive weeks. Others may be 
added but for more information on nets or if you are interested in 
playing cricket this season on either a Saturday or Sunday, please 
contact Luke Edgar on 07794 599402.  
 
Each year we look to either improve our facilities or equipment and 
this year is no exception. We have managed to track down a 



replacement roller as ours was showing signs of age (aren’t we all) as 
it did break down a couple of times last season. It’s the perfect 
weight we were looking for and was only situated the other side of 
Bury. Still a significant investment for the club but very worthwhile.  
 
Which brings me nicely on to our Vice Presidents and ball sponsors 
who’s support each year is extremely appreciated by all at the club. 
Your support helps us make these kinds of improvements. New 
sponsors of course are always welcome.  
 
So, roll on the summer and if you’re passing by while a home game is 
on give us a look, the bar is always open on a match day. 
 
 

ESCC Tribute 
 
A couple of weeks ago, two of our former members sadly passed 
away.  David Wicks, better known as Wicksy to us at the club, was a 
member of our 1996 Division 4 winning side, along with his son 
James. What made that win extra special to us all, was that we 
pipped our local rivals Stowupland to the title.  David was a very 
competitive character, something I learnt in my formative years when 
I would play him at tennis at Moat Farm.  There was no going easy on 
his young challenger, but it made me even more determined to try 
and beat him which I did, but only on a couple of occasions. He was 
always keen to hit cricket balls as hard as he hit tennis balls.  
 
David & Frankie joined us on a tour to Staffordshire in the late 90’s 
and in our first game against Elford CC, David and I opened the 
innings. We got off to a reasonable start but when I played a shot 
down to wide long on, I called David through for a run which he duly 
obliged.  However, despite it going to the fielder deep on the 
boundary, David was somewhat reluctant to come back for a second 
run.  Probably because he fancied hitting the slow bowler I had just 
hit, but I did push him for the second.  I was running to the danger 
end, so I assumed all would be fine. What I hadn’t factored for was 
that the fielder had a rocket arm and he threw the ball like an arrow 



to David’s end and it clattered into the stumps.  David was run out 
by a good six feet. After a couple of expletives, which I assumed 
were aimed at me, he trudged off the pitch. I can still remember the 
sound of his bat bouncing off the walls of the changing room!  
 
He continued to support the club even when he finished playing by 
turning out for our annual Presidents XI v Chairmans XI game and he 
kindly donated the takings from his restaurant one evening to assist 
with the clubs fundraising for the new pavilion.  
 
Colin Edgar (my dad) was a keen cricketer in his day, playing for his 
home village side Abbots Bromley in Staffordshire, before playing for 
Stonham when he moved into the village in 1959 following his 
marriage to Christine. He was very proud to win the batting average 
one year at Abbots Bromley especially as he was a slow bowler who 
batted eleven. This feat was achieved by numerous low scores of not 
out which bumped his average up enough to win it that year, much 
to the frustration of their top order batters.  
 
He is the only player to have played in both eras of the club as he 
made a comeback to cricket following the reformation of the club in 
1989. He took on the running of the club in the early 60’s and when 
the team was short, he would get a few kids in from the school 
where he taught in Ipswich to make up the numbers. He told me 
many stories of the early days which I loved listening to and 
thankfully he kept all the old club records which I now have, which 
include all the old meeting minutes. He even kept hold of the invite 
cards that got posted out to players to say you had been selected to 
play at the weekend.  
 
He and Christine have been big supporters of the club, attending the 
majority of home games over the years and they have particularly 
enjoyed seeing their grandson Luke score a ton or two at home. They 
always attended the annual awards dinner and have been VP’s of the 
club for many years.  



Both these former members will be sadly missed by their families and 
friends and all at ESCC but we will all have fond memories of them 
both to cherish.  
 

Simon Edgar 
Hon Club Secretary 

07974132468 
Simonedgar11@sky.com 
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DEATHS 
29 January  David Wicks 

29 January  Colin Edgar 
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USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS 
Police (Non Emergency)    101 
NHS (Non Emergency)    111 
Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit  01473 265321 
Suffolk Police HQ (Non Emergency)  01473 613500 
Suffolk Police Direct     01473 613997 
Suffolk Fire & Rescue (Non Emergency) 01473 588888 
Environment Agency Incident Helpline  0800 80 70 60 
Environment Agency Floodline   0345 988 1188 
Suffolk County Council    0345 6066 067 
Gas        0800 111 999 
Electricity (Power Cuts & Network  105 

   Emergencies)     08007 838 838 
Anglian Water      03457 145 145 
Essex & Suffolk Water    03457 820 999 
Dial A Ride (Optua Transport)   01449 614271 
Suffolk Link      01449 616000 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Earl Stonham Parish Council Street 

  Lighting Fault Line    0800 591055 
Earl Stonham Recorder (Deb/Margaret) 711461/711779 
Earl Stonham Trust (Jennie Griffiths)  711794 
Earl Stonham Website (Mark Gillett)  07984 518959 
Parish Clerk (Jennie Blackburn)   721369 
WI (Christine Double/Lindsey Stone)  07775 507083/ 

                                                                         711602 
Over 60’s (Joan & Vera)    711294/710128 
Village Hall Bookings (Deb Turner)  711461 
Neighbourhood Watch (Tony Fowler)  711159 
Theatre Guild (David Kirk)    710300 
Cricket Club (Simon Edgar)    711572 
Parish Room (Frankie Wicks)   711222 
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